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Introduction: What is the context for this scenario?
These days many people are turning to matchmakers to find a shortcut to a relationship.  The argument goes that as a company, many tasks are outsourced—we find consultants to do all sorts of jobs, from writers to marketers.  So given that many individuals have less time to put toward meeting a mate, it is now commonplace to outsource the initial steps of dating.  Since meeting the right person is the hardest part, why not pay to have a professional to get that part of the job done? Research suggests there are about 1,600 matchmakers in the USA, and about 100 are added each year.  It’s very easy to get into the business and call yourself a matchmaker, and there’s no certification needed.  So, now you are going to join the ranks of matchmakers an attempt to help your partner find a suitable date.  In order to complete this task, you will need to apply your prior learning about facts, inferences and assumptions to dating profiles as well as familiarize yourself with connotative and denotative language and emotional appeals both of which you will use to create your own persuasive personal profile.
Task: What product am I creating?
You are working with a partner to help your partner create a suitable match for you and for you to create a match for your partner.  Remember, this is an academic exercise where you and your partner are trying to help each other “find love.”
The first step in this process is to create a personal profile for your partner.  (This will not be published on the Web!)  In order to do this, together, you will study two good profiles that you find from www.match.com.  From this study, you will define what makes a strong profile according to our class guidelines, and then you will each set out to create an effective profile so that your partner can use it to find a good match for you.  While your partner is creating your match, you will be creating the ideal match for your partner.  (Remember, the profile you create for your partner will be based on an analysis of your partner’s personal profile!)  In the end, each of you will have created one person that you think will be an extraordinary match for your partner and then be prepared to justify this decision.  In order to be able to do this job well, you will need to familiarize yourself with facts, inferences, assumptions, denotative and connotative language and emotional appeals.  You will be evaluated on your personal profile, your analysis of the potential match for your partner and justification for your decisions and suggestions for your partner’s final match.  Finally, you will need to create a Prezi presentation of your work in order to explain your rationale for the choice you are making for your partner.  At this stage, you will be evaluated on your level of creativity, too.
Process: What steps do I take to complete the task?  (NOTE: Submit your work to me by 8/11. Other dates are “soft” due dates meant to keep you on track.)
1. Select two of the “best” profiles that you can from www.match.com.  As you consider which profiles to select, consider what makes a good profile.  For starters, try to find ones with a lot of text.  If you have a good amount of text to read, it will usually tell you a great deal about the person.  Also, don’t limit your selection to profiles that are only in your age range and general interest area.  In the end, you should each select two profiles that are of general interest to you.  Print out these selected profiles; study and keep them for later reference.

· Due on: _______7/7______________________________________________________
2. For the next step, you need to create your own Personal Profile.  You will write a three to five-page profile (typed-double spaced in MLA format.  Label each section.)  The profile should have each of the following categories and include at least three photos of yourself that you think communicate who you are as a person.

Each of the following categories must be fully developed paragraphs with descriptive details:
a. For Fun
b. My Job
c. My Ethnicity
d. My Religion
e. My Education
f. Favorite Hot Spots
g. Last Read
h. Favorite Things


The following category is the most important aspect of your profile. (It should be at least 1 page.)
i. About Me and Who I am Looking For

· Due on: ________7/14_____________________________________________________

3. Exchange profiles and three (3) digital images that represent you with your partner by 7/15.  Now, your job is to create the ideal match for your partner, using his/her profile.  To do this, you need to analyze your partner’s profile using Partner Profile Analysis.  Then, create a profile of the perfect match for your partner.  Use the same profile content to create this ideal match as you used to create your own personal profile.  (While creating the ideal profile for your partner, be sure that you can justify your creation based on what you have read in your partner’s profile.)

· Due on: __________7/28_____________________________________________________

4. Finally, you need to design a presentation where you present your partner’s profile, explain your analysis of this profile, and justify your partner’s perfect match.  NOTE:  When justifying your creation, remember you are NOT trying for a preference match—i.e. Shawn likes Italian food so I created this Italian guy who cooks.  Rather, analyze how your partner uses language and create his/her match in a similar way, such as eliciting the similar connotations with their respective word choices.  You will not pass this assignment if you base your match simply on preferences  

For your presentation, keep the following in mind:
· This presentation should be a Prezi, and you need to make sure that the presentation runs smoothly.
· You need to include at least three images of your partner in your Prezi presentation.
· The Prezi should be allotted in this way:
i. ½—Analysis of Partner’s Profile
ii. ½—Introduction to and Justification of the Perfect Match

· The analysis of Partner’s Profile should include the following:
i. Two (or more) facts and explanations of how each led to a significant inference, that was based on an assumption, that is founded on an underlying belief
ii. An analysis of two (or more) highly connotative words
iii. An analysis of two emotional appeals (fallacies) presented in the profile
· The Justification of the Perfect Match should present specific details from profile of the perfect “match” and explain why your creation is appropriate given the analysis of the partner’s profile.
· You will also be evaluated on your level of creativity and how well your presentation flows.
· Presentation Due on: ________8/11________________________________________________ 


